
Please Pray for  

Refugees re-settling in other countries and for the people of Yemen; those who are homeless and those who    
support them; those who are housebound or in isolation; families with children learning from home; those who 
have lost their income or jobs; frontline workers in all countries; our Mission link in Cameroon; Ashford Food Bank 
and Food Share; Christians Against Poverty; those who are taking care of us during this difficult time. As we return 
to St Mary’s pray for our volunteers, wardens and the local ministry team. 

Those who have died this week, their families and friends in bereavement. 
 

Those facing health issues: Caroline Locking, Ann Town, Jonathan Dance, Cyril and Shirley Bishop, Sue Sawyer, and 
all those who have the Coronavirus or are fearful. 
 

Contacts and Websites 

Church of England  www.churchofengland.org 

Ashford Town Parish  www.ashfordchurches.co.uk 

St Mary’s Ashford  www.stmaryashford.org 

Team Rector: Reverend Canon Dr Jeremy Worthen will be licenced on 21st October, details to follow. 

Area Dean: Revd Caroline Mansley    

Email: caroline.mansley@ashfordchurches.co.uk   01233 620433  

Parish Priest: Revd Richard Bellamy    01233 336079  (Church Office) 

Please note that Revd Bellamy is on a phased return to ministry, working reduced hours   

St Mary’s Local Wardens: 

Lesley Wraxall       01233 643814    

Email: Lesley.wraxall@hotmail.co.uk 

Graham Stacey      07793 222137 

Email: graham.stacey@ashfordchurches.co.uk       

Administrator: Sue Sawyer     01233 336079 

Email: sue.sawyer@ashfordchurches.co.uk 
 

Online giving is possible, just click on  

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/45e5d497-505c-4b60-8694-a492214ed233, before or after the service.     
Thank you kindly for your generosity which is much appreciated at this time.  

 

PLEASE NOTE: A message to all church keyholders. During current restrictions, only keyholders on the reopening 

group may open the church. Thank you.   

Readings for the 8th Sunday after Trinity 

 Psalm 145:8-9, 15-end  

Isaiah 55:1-5 

Matthew 14:13-21  

 
Seventh Sunday after 

Trinity 
26th July 2020 

Welcome to St Mary Ashford  with details of how to join us for our online Sunday Morning       

Service at 10am. 

The address during our service of Morning Prayer via Zoom will be given by Rose Hudson-

Wilkin, Bishop of Dover.  

All are welcome to join us so please spread the word to anyone you think might like to worship 

with us.  Details of how to join are below, these should stay the same each week. 

 

If joining by Zoom on computer/tablet/smartphone 

Go to:  

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86201334657?pwd=M3ZwQmxFS3ZYUVhaUnVSaG9uMTV4UT09 

Meeting ID: 862 0133 4657         Password: 012918 

If joining by telephone 

Dial: 0203 481 5240 

Meeting ID: 862 0133 4657          Password: 012918 

 

Collect 

Lord of all power and might, 
the author and giver of all good things: 
graft in our hearts the love of your name, 
increase in us true religion, 
nourish us with all goodness, 
and of your great mercy keep us in the same; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Readings: Psalm 119:129-136   1 Kings 3: 5-12  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52  

 

mailto:graham.stacey@ashfordchurches.co.uk
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/45e5d497-505c-4b60-8694-a492214ed233
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86201334657?pwd=M3ZwQmxFS3ZYUVhaUnVSaG9uMTV4UT09


Reflection by Reverend Richard Bellamy 

 

1 Kings 3:5-12 

"Do you really think that's wise, sir?" 

This is one of those classic lines you will easily recall from the comedy sitcom Dad’s Army. I love to recollect 

my father laughing so heartily and knowingly whenever he heard it during an episode. Spoken of course by 

John Le Mesurier as Sergeant Wilson. With his usual charm he frequently queries Captain Mainwaring’s plans, 

asking, "Do you really think that's wise, sir?" Wisdom is an important and significant gift for which each of us 

can ask God, as St James urges, “If any of you is lacking wisdom, ask God, who gives to all generously and   

ungrudgingly, and it will be given to you.” 

In the Old Testament reading today, we learn that King Solomon is in Gibeon, a few miles north-west of Jeru-

salem, the principal place of unwise sacrifice, where he experiences a dream (dreams, visions and epiphanies 

are the same in Hebrew thought), in which God asks him a question, “Ask what I should give you.” This       

reminds me of the wisdom expressed by the contemplative Thomas Merton: “God makes us ask ourselves 

questions when he intends to resolve them. He gives us needs that he alone can satisfy and awakens capaci-

ties that he means to fulfil.” Solomon found himself in a vulnerable position as a young and inexperienced 

leader with onerous duties, doubtless asking himself initially, how can I govern this great people? He then 

asks God, “give to your servant an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good 

and evil.” 

“It pleased the Lord that Solomon asked this.” The invitation stimulated Solomon’s faith, as all such questions 

do. Solomon’s prayer initially looks back, acknowledging God’s past actions in showing, “great and steadfast 

love” to his father, king David the previous incumbent – so to speak. He then, as the new leader, has no     

reason to doubt that God’s past actions will be his experience too, through his own tenure, if he also lives be-

fore God “in righteousness and uprightness of heart.” Solomon’s humility is evident as he honestly expresses 

to God that there is a yawning gap between what he brings to the party and the size of the task.  

Not knowing “how to go out and come in,” tells of his inexperience in carrying his great duty. We might say 

he is a greenhorn, somewhat naïve concerning the job. In humility Solomon asks God, as it were, to take him 

as he is and help him to lead his people, as he had been with and helped his father king David. Solomon’s 

prayer is not for himself, but for those he is called to serve in leadership. God then grants him, “a wise and 

discerning mind.” This is a prayer we can all make, for whatever duties and responsibilities we are called to 

fulfil in any sphere of life and influence? Perhaps this is at the heart of Sergeant Wilson’s humorous caution? 

We can so often act out of our own resources, rather than ask God in all humility for what we need to fulfil 

the calling he graciously gives. 

As professor Wiseman (a handy name!) says, reflecting on king Solomon’s prayer, “The attitude of heart or 

mind which listens to and obeys God is the foundation of all true wisdom.” Let us ask God for wisdom. He 

says he will give it to us, as we simply ask in faith.  

 

 

Closing Prayer 

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our ignorance in 

asking; have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things which for our unworthiness 

we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen     

 

St Mary’s open for prayer 

St Mary’s is now open for personal prayer on Tuesdays from 12-2 and Fridays from 3-5. Public safety is at 

the forefront of all we are doing and the necessary hygiene and social distancing precautions are kept in 

place in order to protect the NHS and save lives. Thank you for your patience and keep safe.  

 

Towards the restoration of public worship 

There is much work to be done by the reopening team to fulfil the planning and risk assessment require-

ments needed by the PCC before the wedding on 5 September and our first Sunday service at 10am on 13 

September (our patronal festival). Please continue to pray about the resumption of worship at St Mary’s 

and in the meantime attend Zoom services of Morning Prayer, remembering our watch words, ‘bear with 

one another in love.’ Everything we plan is of course subject to Church of England guidelines and public 

health status.  

Sharing the load  

Reverend Richard is asking members of St Mary’s to consider joining a new Fabric Team. For a long time, 

Robert Blount has taken responsibility for all fabric work and wants to step back from this role as soon as 

that can be arranged. As we thank God for all he has done we need to recognise that sustainability in all 

we are doing means sharing the load. We are privileged to  worship in a beautiful ancient church, which is 

loved by all who worship and admired by all who visit. We will also be pursuing training for team        

members. If you would be prepared to devote some time to this important work, please contact Sue   

Sawyer our church administrator, full contact details overleaf.  

Plants for Funds 

As we can’t have a Summer Fair, Vic Silver is offering a wide range of plants for sale to raise funds for the 

Parish. If you would like to know what is available please email or phone Vic for more information.         

victor.silver@gmail.com or 07920 753802 

First ever St Mary’s Zoom Quiz! 

Join us on Saturday 8th August for our first ever Zoom quiz. Let's put the fun in fundraising and spend 
some time together with our wonderful quiz host Lynn Maul. The fun starts at 7pm. To join the St Mary's 
Zoom Quiz, use the same Meeting ID and password we use every Sunday.  It is not necessary to have a 
team, you can play on your own, in pairs or with a group, it is just for fun and fundraising. 
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