Please Pray for: Refugees re-settling in other countries and for the people of Yemen; those who are homeless and
those who support them; those who are housebound or in isolation; families with children who have returned to
school; those who have lost their income or jobs; frontline workers in all countries; our Mission link in Cameroon;
Ashford Food Bank and Food Share; Christians Against Poverty; those who are taking care of us during this difficult
time. As we return to St Mary’s pray for our volunteers, wardens and the local ministry team.

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
6th September 2020

Those facing health concerns: Caroline Locking, Ann Town, Jonathan Dance, Cyril and Shirley Bishop, Sue Sawyer,
and all those who have the Coronavirus or are fearful.
Rest in peace: Mike Ashby
Please pray for bereaved: The Ashby family and their friends.

Welcome to St Mary Ashford with details of how to join us for our online Sunday Morning
Service at 10am.
All are welcome to join us so please spread the word to anyone you think might like to worship
with us. Details of how to join our last zoom service are below:

Contacts and Websites
Church of England

www.churchofengland.org

Ashford Town Parish

www.ashfordchurches.co.uk

St Mary’s Ashford

www.stmaryashford.org

If joining by Zoom on computer/tablet/smartphone

Team Rector: Reverend Canon Dr Jeremy Worthen will be licenced on 21st October, details to follow.

Go to:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86201334657?pwd=M3ZwQmxFS3ZYUVhaUnVSaG9uMTV4UT09

Area Dean: Revd Caroline Mansley
Email: caroline.mansley@ashfordchurches.co.uk

01233 620433

Parish Priest: Revd Richard Bellamy

01233 336079 (Church Office)

Please note that Revd Bellamy is on a phased return to ministry, working reduced hours

Meeting ID: 862 0133 4657

Password: 012918

If joining by telephone
Dial: 0203 481 5240

St Mary’s Local Wardens:
Lesley Wraxall

01233 643814

Meeting ID: 862 0133 4657

Password: 012918

Email: Lesley.wraxall@hotmail.co.uk
Graham Stacey

07793 222137

The Collect

Email: graham.stacey@ashfordchurches.co.uk
Administrator: Sue Sawyer

01233 336079

Almighty God,

Email: sue.sawyer@ashfordchurches.co.uk

who called your Church to bear witness

Online giving is possible, just click on

that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself:

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/45e5d497-505c-4b60-8694-a492214ed233, before or after the service.
Thank you kindly for your generosity which is much appreciated at this time.

help us to proclaim the good news of your love,
that all who hear it may be drawn to you;

PLEASE NOTE: A message to all church keyholders. During current restrictions, only keyholders on the reopening
group may open the church. Thank you.

Readings for the 14th Sunday after Trinity
Psalm 103:1-13

through him who was lifted up on the cross,
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

Genesis 50:15-21
Matthew 18:21-35

Readings:

Psalm 119:33-40

Ezekiel 33:7-11

Matthew 18:15-20

Reflection for Trinity 13. Reverend Richard Bellamy

Reproof and love belong together
Throughout history every community is at some point faced with the great difficulty of reaching the
end of the line with regard to inclusion. One of the most vexing tasks I faced leading a support service
was managing exclusion. The biting national austerity of the previous decade witnessed an inevitable
and extraordinary rise in people needing help. The behaviour of the vast majority was remarkably
good, given the formidable challenges faced by each person. The behaviour of less than one per cent
could not be tolerated by other clients, staff or volunteers, we therefore needed a clear policy for
bringing back those for whom exclusion is the final sanction.
Everyone knew we would do everything in our power to include and support people and that we would
keep going for as long as we could, only warning of exclusion as a very last resort. The result was that
everyone else felt safe. Those subject to exclusion knew that returning was possible, but the issues
leading to their exclusion would have to be tackled. Working one-to-one, sometimes those concerned
would listen. As St Matthew puts it in the gospel reading today, we had ‘won them over.’ They were
‘back in the fold’. I recall about half-a-dozen over that six-year period who ‘still refused to listen’ despite great efforts to try to help them.
I agonised about exclusion, because behaviours could often be traced back to the gross neglect and appalling mistreatment they suffered at the hands of parents or those in whose care they had been
placed. In short, they were unloved as young people and tended to repeat the sins of the fathers (and
mothers) – so to speak. Frankly we could see first-hand the disintegration of relationships and family
life, with all the fallout for the community that comes from that.
The ministry of reconciliation is at the epicentre of the Gospel. That’s the overarching theme of Holy
Scripture. No wonder then, that St Matthew’s emphasis is all about working very hard to restore broken relationships in the Church, but how can we show unlimited forgiveness and yet be prepared to
embark on a path that might exclude someone?
It is interesting that in Jewish tradition reproof and love belong together. The Old Testament passage
on reproof (Leviticus 19:17) is followed immediately by the command to love one’s neighbour as one’s
self (Leviticus 19:18). For Matthew, the community would cease to be if it did not have some framework for exclusion in order to guard the unity and character of the community. Nevertheless, our gospel passage for today is sandwiched between, on the one hand, learning that it is not the Father’s will
‘that one of these little ones should be lost,’ and on the other the injunction to forgive your brother or
sister from your heart.’
More about the importance and significance of this on Sunday…

Closing Prayer
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy
in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may rejoice in your comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen

Thank you John
Our special thanks to John Small for facilitating
our Zoom services in recent months.
We are planning to video our in church
services for those unable to attend in person.
Look out for further details.

Towards the restoration of public worship
We plan to re-open for worship at 10 am on 13th September. Today we have attached to the email or enclosed with your envelope, a guide to help everyone know what to expect when returning to church.
To confirm a place at Sunday services from 20th September please go to:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/st-marys-ashford-sunday-service-tickets-116706782127
Please continue to pray about the resumption of worship at St Mary’s and in the meantime attend our
final Zoom service of Morning Prayer this Sunday, remembering our watch words, ‘bear with one another
in love.’ Everything we plan is of course subject to Church of England guidelines and public health status.
Fundraising progress
Well done to Lynn Maul and Vic Silver who have raised £566 respectively rom the quiz and sale of plants.
Calling for Intercessors
For a number of reasons we have fewer intercessors than usual and Irena would like to hear from anyone
who might consider exploring this ministry: familybushnell@gmail.com
Exciting new guide book for St Mary’s
Photographer and designer, Lee Robinson writes: With a keen interest in local history, I have been helping your priest Reverend Richard Bellamy by designing and producing a historical guide book for St
Mary's. There is a wealth of significant history within the church dating back to before the 11th century,
our aim is to make this more accessible to the church family, local community and visitors to the church
and town. The new guide book will be a professionally produced full-colour A5 size, 40-page publication
that you will be proud to own. Two pages within the guide will feature half and quarter page adverts for
sponsors and supporters. Initially, we plan to print 1000 copies, which will be on sale within the church
for £5 a copy. This income will help raise much needed funds for St Mary's. Space for advertising is limited and one has already been booked, with one half-page, and four quarter-pages still available. If you
are interested, or know anyone who might like to support this project by advertising or sponsoring,
please contact Sue Sawyer. The advert prices are £500 for a half page and £250 for a quarter page, both
in full colour. The cost includes artwork and a free copy of the finished version. When completed, and
subject to the status of public health, Reverend Bellamy and Local Wardens would like to hold a launch
event at St Mary's, inviting members of the church family, sponsors, local dignitaries, and other people in
the community interested in St Mary's.

