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Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 

4th October 2020 

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 

 

 

Welcome to Morning Prayer at St Mary’s 

Harvest will be celebrated today as part of the first service of Holy Communion since lockdown. 
We will be thinking about all God’s blessings on us despite the coronavirus and our personal 
situations. A  container will be available at the West door for your donations to Ashford Family 
Foodbank. 

Sadly, we are unable to create a service sheet each week for Holy Communion as we have done 
for Morning Prayer. However, the collect and the readings are featured on this page. 

 

Join us from home 

If you are not attending church, you are welcome to join through the live-streaming of the    
Sunday service which can be accessed by using the same details we used for the Zoom services. 
If for any reason the link below does not work, then  launch zoom on your computer or 
smartphone then select ‘join a meeting’ and enter the ID and password when prompted to do 
so. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86201334657?pwd=M3ZwQmxFS3ZYUVhaUnVSaG9uMTV4UT09 

Meeting ID: 862 0133 4657 

Password: 012918 

 

The Collect 

Eternal God, 

You crown the year with your goodness 

And you give us the fruits of the earth in their season:  

Grant that we may use them to you glory, 

For the relief of those in need and for our own well-being; 

Through Jesus Christ your son our Lord, 

Who is alive and reigns with you, 

In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, now and forever. Amen 

 

Readings:  Psalm 19  Ephesians 1:1-3, 15-23   Matthew 21:33 - end 



Private Prayer 

Now that St Mary’s is open on Sundays for worship and the number of people attending for 

private prayer on weekdays is small, it is felt that opening just once a week on Tuesdays is  

sufficient. The re-opening team is working on how we may restore our community café service  

which is what a lot of people have been especially asking for. Tuesdays from 12 - 2 pm will  

continue, but after 2nd October, Friday opening will cease.   

 

Public Worship 

For those attending church please refer to the key information sent with this weekly sheet. This 

document clarifies the expectations for everyone attending services of Holy Communion. As 

you will be aware from announcements this week about public health and following a           

resurgence of Coronavirus infections across the country, we must remain vigilant and continue 

to take a careful approach in all we do. In the light of our experience each week, we may      

introduce modifications to aspects of our service to reduce the risk of infection. 

 

To confirm a place at Sunday services please go to: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/st-marys-ashford-Sunday-service-tickets-116706782127 

If you have difficulty booking a place online please contact Sue Sawyer on 01233 336079 by the 

Friday before the Sunday service. 

Please note that refreshments will not be served at the end of the service for the foreseeable 

future and attendees are asked to leave the church building within 10 minutes of the end of 

the service. 

 

Stewards for Sunday Services 

Thank you to all those who have offered to serve as Stewards to help us to maintain Sunday 

services. This is a really important contribution each week and expresses the truth that we 

serve as the body of Christ, as different gifts enable the body to function. During the pandemic, 

we cannot offer worship in church without Stewards offering their service and fulfilling their 

duty. 

 

 



Winter Services & Closing Doors 

I am sure that most people will be aware that the World Health Organisation and the UK 

Government advise that good ventilation of places where people meet is an important factor 

in reducing the spread of Coronavirus. To date, one method that we have used to increase 

ventilation in the church has been conducting all activities with the doors open. As winter 

approaches this would become increasingly uncomfortable for people in the building and so 

the doors will no longer be kept open during services. The reopening  team has examined the 

question of ventilation in the church and concluded that by opening upper tier windows, 

combined with the air movement drawn up by the tower, the general air flow will be       

sufficient . It remains important that all other Coronavirus protection measures continue to 

be applied. 

 

Ashford Interfaith Group 

The Ashford Interfaith Group invite you to join our second event. This will be held during   

national Inter Faith Week, 8th to 15th November 2020. The group discussion will take place 

online, on the topic of ‘Peace’. We are also excited to be starting to tell more people about 

the newly formed Ashford Interfaith Group.  

Topic for discussion: Peace Date: Wednesday 11th November 2020 Time: 7pm to 8:30pm 

Place: How to join: Send an email to ashfordinterfaith@gmail.com with ‘Zoom Please     

Evening Gathering’ is the subject. You will then be emailed a Zoom invite. You will simply 

need to ‘click’ on the link to join the gathering. 

 

‘Let the children come to me…’ 

Children are of course always welcome at our services. Please note that children who have a 

confirmed place must be accompanied by a responsible adult. Sadly we are unable to         

provide Sunday School at this time or provide the toys and facilities children were               

accustomed to using at the back of the church. As soon as we have the personnel and the 

best way to keep the children safe we will return to our usual arrangements 

 

Intercessors 

For a number of reasons we have fewer intercessors than usual and Irena would like to hear 

from anyone who might consider exploring this ministry: familybushnell@gmail.com 



Please pray for: refugees re-settling in other countries and for the people of Yemen; those who 
are homeless and those who support them; those who are housebound or in isolation; families 
with children who have returned to school; those who have lost their income or jobs; frontline 
workers in all countries; our Mission link in Cameroon; Ashford Food Bank and Food Share; Chris-
tian Against Poverty; those who are taking care of us during this difficult time; our volunteers, 
wardens and local ministry team. 

Those facing health concerns: Cyril and Shirley Bishop, Jonathan Dance, Caroline Locking, Sue 
Sawyer, Ann Town and all those who have the Coronavirus or are fearful. 

Rest in peace: Mike Ashby, David Mercer 

Please pray for bereaved: the Ashby and Mercer families and their friends. 

 

Contacts and Websites: 

Church of England  www.churchofengland.org 

Ashford Town Parish  www.ashfordchurches.co.uk 

St Mary’s Ashford  www.stmaryashford.org 

Team Rector: Reverend Canon Jeremy Worthen will be licenced on 21st October, details to follow 

Parish Priest: Reverend Richard Bellamy  01233 336079 (office) 

Please note that Revd Bellamy is on passed return to ministry, working reduced hours. 

St Mary’s Local Wardens: 

Lesley Wraxall   

Email: Lesley.wraxall@hotmail.co.uk   01233 643814 

Graham Stacey  

Email: graham.stacey@ashfordchurches.co.uk 07793 222137 

Administrator: Sue Sawyer  

Email: sue. sawyer@ashfordchurches.co.uk  01233 336079 

 

Readings for the 18th Sunday after Trinity 

Psalm 23 

Isaiah 25:1-9 

Matthew 22:1-14 

Online giving is possible, just click on 

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/45e5d497-505c-4b60-8694-a492214ed233 before or after the 
service. 

Thank you kindly for your generosity which is much appreciated at this time. 


