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Please Pray for: Refugees re-settling in other countries and for the peoples of Syria and 

Yemen; those who are experiencing homelessness and everyone supporting them; 

residents who are housebound or in isolation; parents juggling home schooling; 

workers who have lost jobs and income; All staff at the William Harvey Hospital, 

including those who clean Covid-19 wards and needing to work longer hours; for the 

logistical and organisational challenges of mass vaccination; St Mary’s Church of 

England Primary School; our Mission link with Cameroon; Ashford Family Foodbank and 

Food Share; Christians Against Poverty. 

Those facing health concerns: Jenny Moules, Caroline Locking, Sharon Geggus, Ann 

Town, Cyril and Shirley Bishop, Alan, Jonathan Dance, and all those who have 

Coronavirus or are recovering.  

Rest in peace: Sue Sawyer, and Jack Cox, the young son of Lesley Wraxall’s cousin and 

Nyasha Bhero’s uncle Ngoni Mhindu. Please remember the bereaved in your prayers, 

especially the Sawyer, Cox and Bhero families. 

Websites and contact details 

Church of England: www.churchofengland.org 

Ashford Town Parish: www.ashfordchurches.co.uk 

St Mary’s Ashford: www.stmaryashford.org 

Team Rector: Reverend Canon Dr Jeremy Worthen  

Email: Jeremy.worthen@ashfordchurches.co.uk 

Parish Priest: Reverend Richard Bellamy  

Phone 01233 620672 Email: richard.bellamy@ashfordchurches.co.uk 

St Mary’s Local Wardens:   

Lesley Wraxall Phone: 01233 643814 Email: lesley.wraxall@hotmail.co.uk 

Janet Eaves Phone: 01233 502728 Email: ejaneteaves@aol.com 

Administrator: 

Helen West Phone: 01233 620433 Email: helen.west@ashfordchurches.co.uk 

The Ashford Town Parish Safeguarding Officer Lis Webb 

Phone: 07849 903378 or email: safeguarding@ashfordchurches.co.uk 

Online giving: just click on https://givealittle.co/campaigns/45e5d497-505c-4b60-8694-

a492214ed233 before or after the service. Thank you kindly for your generosity. 

The Third Sunday of Lent: Psalm 19; Exodus 20:1-17; John 2:13-22 

 

 
 
 

Welcome to St Mary’s 

During the funeral on Friday, we will give thanks for the life, work and Christian 

witness of our dear friend Sue Sawyer. The details needed for joining the 

service remotely can be found on the front page of the order of service that has 

been sent with the weekly sheet. Regardless of whether you are able to join 

the online service or not, you may wish to light a candle at 4:40 pm and offer 

thanks to God for Sue and pray for the Sawyer family as well as Sue’s sister 

Julia, whose husband John is suffering from lung cancer. Julia and John are 

sadly unable to attend in person because of John’s illness. Friday will also be a 

hard day for the St Mary’s church family in particular because Sue was so very 

happy to be a part of this community and much loved by everyone. May Sue 

rest in peace and rise in glory. 

To join St Mary’s services from home using Zoom, click this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86201334657?pwd=M3ZwQmxFS3ZYUVhaUnVSa

G9uMTV4UT09  Meeting ID: 862 0133 4657  Passcode: 012918 

Or to join by phone, dial: 0203 481 5240 

Almighty God, 

you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, 

that they may return to the way of righteousness: 

grant to all those who are admitted 

into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, 

that they may reject those things 

that are contrary to their profession, 

and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Bible readings: Psalm 22:23-end; Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Mark 8:31-end 
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Latest Foundation Governor St Mary’s Church of England Primary School 

We are very pleased to announce that Aimee Babbs has become a Foundation 

governor of St Mary Church of England Primary School. Aimee writes: “I'm 

really looking forward to this exciting opportunity, I hope to use my time to 

help strengthen the ties between us and the school as much as possible. I'm 

looking forward to learning more about the school and how they can teach me 

more about myself and my faith.” Please do pray for Aimee as well as Bryan 

Gipps and Lizzie Worthen who are also governors, and for the recruitment 

process for appointing a new head teacher for St Mary’s. 

Our special memories of Sue Sawyer 

Nicole Osbourne writes: As many of us have stories and wonderful memories of 

our lovely Sue Sawyer, we are compiling a 'memory' book in her honour. Please 

send any anecdotes, tributes, stories, photos, drawings, poems or anything else 

you can think of that you would like included to me by post or email and I will 

bring them all together. Nicole-100@hotmail.co.uk or by post to: Mrs N 

Osborne, Navarac, Bank Road, Aldington, Ashford, Kent TN25 7DE Lesley 

Wraxall has also said she will happily take phone messages to pass on to me. 

Update on when we return to our church building 

The time is coming when we will be able to return to our church buildings. 

Jeremy our Team Rector, is keen that all the churches in Ashford Parish return 

together and this will be decided using local and national data and how the 

hospitals are coping. Monitoring and discussions are ‘in hand’ and we will need 

at least two weeks to prepare the building again. At this time, I can only say we 

will not be back in the building during Lent, but hope to be back on Easter Day. 

Reverend Bonnie Appleton, leading the reopening of St Mary’s. 

St Mary’s 100 Club 

Thank you to everyone who has entered the 2021 100 Club competition. We 
have drawn the January and February winning numbers and will now be back 
on track for draws as usual towards the end of each month. There are 24 
numbers still available and you can join at any time during the year. If you want 
to find out more then please get in touch with Mary Jarrett (mj-
1947@ntlworld.com or 07810 148880). The first two sets of winning numbers 
for the 2021 competition are below. Congratulations to all! We will arrange for 

your prize to make its way to you. January: 1st: 30 (Jim Babbs), 2nd: 65 (Sally-
Ann Nash), 3rd: 24 (Lesley Wraxall). February: 1st: 10 (Alison Thompson), 2nd: 
57 (Irena Bushnell), 3rd: 51 (Simon & Judith Mayhew). 

‘Church - What’s the Point?’ Ashford Town Parish Lent Course 2021 

The online Parish Lent course has been specially created to aid us in our current 

situation and the questions it's been raising for us. There will be four separate 

sessions, one each week lasting an hour, with the option of staying on for some 

further conversation. Groups are meeting in the afternoon at 2pm. The 

evening meeting is at 8pm (Starting Wednesday 24th February).  

To register a place contact Helen West or phone Phil Sibbald on 01233 664820, 

or email him at: phil.sibbald@ashfordchurches.co.uk  

2pm Parish Lent course on Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88953337307?pwd=WVNta1BMYjFqdEltaWdwbTN

QNEdodz09 

Meeting ID: 889 5333 7307 Passcode: 302990 Or by phone, dial: 0203 901 7895 

8pm Parish Lent course on Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85643831604?pwd=dDB4Tk0zdmdGNVVveWNUd

mJwV0psQT09 

Meeting ID: 856 4383 1604 Passcode: 570460 Or by phone, dial: 0203 901 7895 

Week 2. Why does God want the church? 

Welcome question: Laurel and…, Morecombe and…, Lennon and…, Antony 

and…, Romeo and… Who is your favourite ‘double act’ or partnership? 

Discussion question: How might you complete the sentence: ‘If we stopped 

doing X, we wouldn’t still be the Church’?  

Week 2 Bible reading and study questions: 1 Peter 2:4–10 

1. Which of the phrases or images used by St Peter stands out for you, 

and can you explain why you are drawn to them? 

2. Why are these images so important for understanding the mission of 

the Church? 

3. Why does God want the Church? 

Task for the week ahead in preparation for week 3: What would be your one-

sentence prayer for our parish right now? There will be an opportunity to share 

your answers next week. 
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